A PUBLIC CLARIFICATION ABOUT THE DISPUTE AT MASJID AL-TAWHID 
Bismillah.  With apologies to those not interested, but there is wider interest in events at our mosque.

—

Bismillah al-Rahman al-Rahim
 www.masjidtawhid.co
A PUBLIC CLARIFICATION ABOUT THE DISPUTE AT MASJID AL-TAWHID 
6th April, 2012

Dear brothers and sisters,

As-salamu ‘alaykum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuhu.
This is to clarify and state the following main points on behalf of the rightful trustees of Masjid & Madrasa al-Tawhid Trust, three of whom were amongst the original four founding trustees in 1984:

1. There is an ongoing dispute at the mosque that flared up in January 2011.

2. There is ongoing mediation to try to resolve the dispute.

3. The Charities Commission is aware of the dispute.

4. The list of names of trustees on the Charities Commission website is not endorsed by the Charities Commission.
Any attempt to pretend otherwise (by people attempting to take control of the mosque) is dishonesty and falsehood.
5. The list of names of trustees on the Charities Commission website is provided by the other party, since they have (unfairly and fraudulently, in our view) access to the website by means of a password, that the Commission set up to allow charities to update their records.  This facility has been cynically abused in an attempt to take control of the mosque.

6. Ditto with the information on the original Masjid website,www.masjidtawhid.com, which was originally commissioned by us, but which has now been hijacked fraudulently in our view.  We have had to set up another website, www.masjidtawhid.co, which we encourage people to check for updates.

7. The Commission have their procedures for dealing with disputes, but they prefer the disputing parties to resolve the dispute themselves.

8. We have made full legal representation to the Charities Commission, and they have agreed that, once the dispute is resolved, the list of trustees on the website will reflect the accurate and agreed situation on the ground.

9. The mutually-agreed mediators are (i) Dr. Ahmad al-Dubayyan, Director of the Islamic Cultural Centre (Regent’s Park Mosque), and (ii) Sheikh Haitham al-Haddad of the Muslim Research & Development Foundation.

10. Mediation and the mediators were agreed after Ramadan last year, i.e. around September/October 2011.  The mediators held a meeting at the Regent’s Park Mosque with both parties on 26th October 2011, and have been in touch with both parties since then.

11. At the time of writing, we still await an official proposal from the mediators towards resolving the dispute in a fair manner that is the interest of the mosque community as well as the wider Muslim community in London and the UK.

12. Both the bank accounts of the mosque are currently frozen, due to the dispute.  This occurred after some people unjustly removed Sheikh Suhaib’s name from the list of trustees on the Charities Commission website, via their access to the password.  Sheikh Suhaib is a signatory on both bank accounts, and so the banks took action by freezing the accounts until the dispute is resolved.  This is obviously causing difficulties with the running of the mosque.

13. In the meantime, until the dispute is resolved, the year-long attempts by some people to portray themselves as the undisputed trustees and management of the mosque, to continuously slander our side, and to repeatedly attempt to disrupt community events at the mosque, in blatant violation of the mediation rules, when in reality they manage very little of the mosque, is one example (amongst many others) of utterly unacceptable behaviour.
14. The rightful trustees, in our view, are (in alphabetical order of surname):

1. Dr. Waqas Abdul-Khaliq, hospital doctor & mosque regular for 15 years+
2. Mr. Nisar Ahmed (Principal of Boys’ Madrasa for 15 years until his recent illness), mosque regular for 18 years+
3. Dr. Liaquat Ali (Secretary), mosque regular & local community GP for 15 years
4. Mr. Rodney Harris aka Abdul Haqq Mujahid, mosque regular for 17 years+
5. Sheikh Dr. Suhaib Hasan (Chairman), leader of the founding trustees in 1984, Imam & Khatib since the beginning, student of Sheikhs Shanqiti, Ibn Baz, Albani & Abdul Ghaffar Hasan (may Allah shower His Mercy upon them) and facilitator of Sheikh Ibn Baz’s original donation that helped to found the mosque as well as of the £750,000 funding by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia of its new premises in 1997, author of numerous works on Qur’an and Hadith
6. Dr. Usama Hasan (Vice-Chairman), leading student of Sheikh Suhaib, Imam & Khatib for over 25 years until voluntarily stepping down temporarily from the latter two roles for the sake of community harmony in early 2011, translator of numerous published works on Qur’an and Hadith by Imams Ajurri, Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibn al-Qayyim, Albani & Abdul Ghaffar Hasan, author of numerous articles promoting Islam in national & international media
7. Ms. Misbah Javed, professional consultant & mosque regular for 10 years
8. Ms. Nazima Khan, local businesswoman/entrepreneur & mosque regular for 14 years
9. Mr. Raja Wali Muhammad, founding mosque trustee during the 1980s, now serving the mosque trust for a second time
10. Mr. Muhammad Tahir (Treasurer), founding trustee & mosque regular for 25 years+
15. We praise Allah for the countless blessings that He has bestowed upon the mosque, and we pray to Him to enable us, along with our brothers and sisters in the mosque community, to resolve the current dispute & fitnah that was instigated by malicious forces, and to return the mosque to its role as a beacon for Islam in Britain.
 
