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Dr al-Qaradawi condones female genital mutilation

By OutRage! News Service

Dr Yusuf al-Qaradawi who visited London recently as a guest of London Mayor, Ken Livingstone, is a supporter of female genital mutilation – sometimes called female circumcision – to protect young Muslim girls against the temptations of “the modern world”.

Female genital mutilation is usually performed on girls before puberty. At that age they are too young to give consent or to understand the implications for later in life. It is a destructive and invasive procedure intended to significantly reduce or eliminate a women’s ability to enjoy sexual feelings or to experience an orgasm. The mutilators hope that it will prevent a woman from becoming sexually active before marriage and faithful after marriage. It is estimated that, worldwide, a girl is mutilated in this way every 15 seconds. [1]


Dr al-Qaradawi believes that the practice is cultural, not religious (and therefore not obligatory) but nevertheless he says: “I personally support this under the current circumstances in the modern world”. [2]


In his book, Modern Fatwas, Dr al-Qaradawi says: “Anyone who thinks that circumcision is the best way to protect his daughters should do it… I support this, particularly in the period in which we live. [However], anyone who does not [circumcise girls] is not thought to have sinned, because this is nothing more than merit for girls, as stated by religious scholars and by one of the Hadiths…” [3]


However, the US-based Muslim Women’s League describes the horrific consequences:


“As expected, normal sexual intercourse is not possible without a corrective procedure and childbirth frequently involves severe trauma that can result in life-threatening haemorrhage. Other complications include chronic urinary tract and other infections, infertility, psychological trauma, sexual dysfunction, menstrual problems and several other negative medical and emotional outcomes.” [4]


Muslim feminist writer, Dr. Nawal El Saadawi, who herself was subjected to mutilation as a child, describes the practice as “a crime”. In the 1970s she was fired from her job as the Director General of the Egyptian Health Ministry for stating that female genital mutilation was “punishment for being born a woman”. [5]


Outrageously, Dr al-Qaradawi states that “The hadith indicates that circumcision is better for a woman's health and it enhances her conjugal relation with her husband.” He adds that the Prophet Muhammad instructed midwives to: "Reduce the size of the clitoris but do not exceed the limit, for that is better for her health and is preferred by husbands", which involves removing the prepuce of the clitoris, not the clitoris itself.


This, says Dr al-Qaradawi is the “moderate opinion”, and “the most likely one to be correct”. The moderate opinion, he says “is in favour of practicing circumcision”. [2]


“Female genital mutilation is a barbaric attack on integrity of a woman’s body, her autonomy and her rights to sexual self-determination. It is gross violation of the right to control one’s own body,” says Brett Lock of gay human rights group, OutRage!.


 “This practice is a bloody, violent assault on the bodies of children. It’s an extreme form of child abuse.”


 “We are appalled that a scholar who approves of such permanent emotional and physical scaring of young girls is being invited back to London by Mayor Ken Livingstone in October 2004,” he added. 
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