
Exposing ‘Dispatches’
The East London Mosque has condemned Andrew Gilligan’s distorted and utterly misleading portrayal of the East
London Mosque in Dispatches on Channel 4.Through factual errors, innuendo and an extraordinarily disingenuous
selection of commentators, the programme leaves viewers with an entirely false impression of the Mosque; it was an
insult to the Muslim community.

Has ELM-LMC received £10 million of public funding? 
No! About 80% of the £10.5m of the construction costs of the LMC was financed by the Muslim community. Most of
the services provided from the ELM-LMC are funded by local donations and income generated from the assets of East
London Mosque Trust.All our finances are audited annually and submitted to the Charity Commission. It should be
noted that Muslims are also UK taxpayers, and Muslim organisations also have the right to receive taxpayers’ money to
provide essential community based services like other voluntary sector organisations.

The public funding for the LMC, back in 2003–4, was through the previous Tower Hamlets Council leadership. Back then,
the LMC received about £2.4 million of public funding (£0.7 million through Tower Hamlets Council); all of the services
and outputs linked to the funding for the LMC were met or exceeded. Conversely, our new expansion project, Phase
2 has received not a penny through Tower Hamlets Council.The claim that more than £10million of public money had
been given to the Mosque and associated organisations is complete nonsense, one of many claims for which the programme
could show not a shred of evidence. In a strong rebuke to the programme,Tower Hamlets Council issued a statement
confirming: “We have not given the East London Mosque £10 million of funding, and we will refute any unfounded
allegations against council officers unreservedly.”

The programme alleged that ELM and IFE have received almost a third of million pounds in Preventing Violent Extremism
(PVE) funding. PVE funding is a matter of public record; ELM received only £16,510 in PVE funding.We were also a partner
to Tower Hamlets Interfaith Forum in a £25,000 PVE project. IFE has told us categorically that they didn’t apply for or
receive any PVE funding.

Is ELM linked to the Islamic Forum of Europe? 
Yes, of course – this is well known in the community, not least because IFE’s head office is in the London Muslim Centre
(LMC) Business Wing. Moreover, IFE was established in 1988 by many of the people involved in running the Mosque.The
Mosque benefits from extensive voluntary support from IFE; our open relationship is based on a shared commitment to
make a positive contribution to the whole community.

Does ELM take part in local or national politics? 
The Mosque encourages the congregation to engage in the democratic process, particularly voting during elections,
without ever suggesting who to vote for; no organisation or person is allowed to canvass for political parties or
candidates in ELM or LMC.The Mosque is scrupulous in remaining politically neutral.

Does the ELM host ‘extremists’? 
ELM tries to ensure that those who use its facilities, including for speaking engagements, reflect the values of moderation
and tolerance the Mosque holds and adheres to.A huge number of speakers, and of the widest diversity, have spoken
at the Centre, including (in the last year or so alone), the Lord Chief Justice, Lord Philips, the former Bishop of Jerusalem,
Riah Abu El-Assal and the Mayor of London, Boris Johnson. On the rare occasion it may be that someone, speaking
at an event for which a hall has been hired for example, says something the Mosque neither agrees with nor approves of. It
would be very misleading to characterise the Mosque on the basis of these few exceptions, rather the norm of the
great diversity of the speakers who maintain the highest standards the Mosque aspires to.

Did ELM host Anwar al-Awlaki knowing he is an extremist? 
One of the most defamatory and misleading parts of the programme concerns Anwar al-Awlaki. A video of al-Awlaki was
shown by an external hirer on 1 January 2009 in which he talked about the belief in life after death. Nothing controversial or
extreme was said in the video.This was months before his remarks about Major Nidal Hasan or reported links with the
attempted plane bomber,Abdulmutallab.To make it absolutely clear, there was no credible evidence at the time of the event
that al-Awlaki might be an extremist.

Secret filming
Despite many months, if not years, of secret filming, not a single controversial statement was recorded from the
Mosque itself. Nevertheless, at least two ‘background’ clips used in the broadcast were from inside the Mosque itself,
including a short sequence from the women’s prayer area.This was a deeply insensitive and unwarranted intrusion, and 
many worshippers are rightly outraged.

The East London Mosque
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